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More cash for LDV development

Birmingham-based van maker LDV just announced a successful refinancing programme.   This sees Sun European Partners take a majority stake with European Acquisition Capital holding a smaller share.   ‘I am delighted to welcome Sun Capital’s affiliated company as new owners of LDV,’ said Allan Amey, chief executive.   ‘With its extensive experience of the automotive and heavy manufacturing industries they are the right partner.’   The firm says it and its new partners are ‘committed to the continued growth and development’ of the award-winning Maxus van range.   The deal will help LDV accelerate the new model development programme with a range of minibuses and chassis cabs derivatives introduced from 2006.   Production of the older Convoy and Pilot models ceases.

More from Nóemie de Andia on +44(0)2 079 030 660 or ndeandia@smithfieldgroup.com

Record year for Daf 

Speaking recently, Stuart Hunt, managing director for Daf Trucks in the UK said the firm has had a record year, with record order intake and leadership of every sector of the UK heavy truck market.   Hunt said that in itself is a first, ‘I don’t think that’s ever been done by any other truck maker in a full year.’    He also said he expects the Leyland Tucks plant in Lancashire to break all its production records and build 17,000 tucks this year.   He says the industry in a good state and for 2006, predicts returning business confidence in the second quarter leading to another good year, though he warned that the Euro 3 to Euro 4 change in the autumn and the EGR versus SCR debate will distort the market a little.
More from Martin Hayes on +44 (0) 2 074 948 050 or mhayes@automotivepr.com
2,000 Volvo buses for China

Volvo Bus says it just won its biggest Chinese order, for 2,000 Volvo B6R buses for Shanghai Ba-Shi, the city’s largest transport firm.   Delivery is due by summer 2007.   The firm runs an 8,800 strong city bus fleet.

More from Adrian Wickens on +44(0)1 926 414 518 or adrian.wickens@volvo.com
Iveco changes at the top

Giuseppi Franchi, managing director at Iveco in the UK will return to Italy and a new, senior job.   In the UK, Christopher Thorneycroft-Smith replaces Franchi as MD.
More from John Procter on +44 (0)1 923 259 526 or procter@iveco.com
New trucks for Sandwell 

Sandwell Metropolitan Borough Council's highways department just took seven new Volvo FLE trucks, including five two axle and two three axle models.   Four the new two-axle trucks have Whale gritter bodies and snowplough mounts.   The remaining four trucks have Reynolds Boughton demountable hook loader kit. 

More from Nigel Hanwell on +44 (0)1 926 414 210 or nigel.hanwell@volvo.com
New bridge lift saves £2 million 

The Highways Agency says its engineers used high-tech jacking kit to raise three motorway bridges on Princess Parkway in Manchester, increasing their height by over five feet.  This avoided demolishing and rebuilding the bridges and saved £2m and extensive traffic disruption on the M60 around Manchester.
More from www.highways.gov.uk
Van success for Vauxhall 

Vauxhall’s UK van registrations have broken the 50,000 barrier for the first time.

More from Andrew Cullis on +44(0)1 582 427 081 or andrew.cullis@vauxhall.co.uk
Truck thieves tracked and caught in 21 minutes. 

Stolen vehicle recovery operator, Tracker says it worked with the police in Barnsley recently to recover a stolen Daf truck in just 21 minutes.

More from Mark Richards on +44(0)1 827 875 700 or mrichards@wyndham-leigh.co.uk

Commercial Motor kicks off the festivities

Commercial Motor says its bumper Christmas issue, on Thursday 22 December will take you through the holidays and into the New Year.   ‘As well as the usual news, legal coverage and comment, we’ve dipped into more exotic aspects of transport,’ says deputy editor Louise Cole.  ‘We’ve reviewed the best transport books, our Mystery Shopper tests van rental agencies, we transport tanks with the army, the editor stokes a Sentinel steamer and we go back to the 1930’s in a Jowett   And if all that isn’t enough, the top prize for our Christmas crossword is £500.’   Then the first issue of the New Year, out on 5 January, carries CM’s Truck and Van Buyers’ Guide 2006.   ‘This gives you all the knowledge you need to make the best business decisions in 2006.   ‘If you buy nothing else next year, you should buy this,’ concludes Cole.

More from Louise Cole on +44(0)2 086 523 718 or louise.cole@rbi.co.uk
Sovereign e-parts deal

e-Parts Automotive says that Sovereign Rotating Machines has committed to electronic trading on the e-parts exchange with its motor factor customers.   The firm is a big supplier of starter motors, alternators and ignition equipment and says the move will help keep costs down and allow it to react even faster.   e-Parts Automotive says more than 25 aftermarket suppliers are successfully using the e-parts exchange.

More from Mark Field on +44 (0)1 344 844 779 or mark@chicanemarketing.co.uk
Modular platform cuts costs 

Thorworld says the purpose designed slopping modular platform it recently supplied to Johnson Hospitality Services in Glasgow has helped the firm cut manual handling and loading times.

More from John Meal on +44 (0)1 246 260 981 or info@thorworld.co.uk
Easilift wins Instore deal 

Easilift Loading Systems says it has supplied loading bay kit for installation at a new national distribution centre for retailer Instore, at the Trident Business Park, Huddersfield.   The deal, worth £160,000 involved fitting Easilift insulated and electrically operated doors on each of 27 loading bays.

More from Phil Dinning on +44 (0)1 484 601 400 or sales@easilift-loading-systems.co.uk
New graphics service

Structureflex says its SFX Signs and graphics business now offers an in-house and competitively priced system for digitally printed vinyl graphics for vehicle liveries.   The new service is one of the benefits of its £50,000 computer systems investment programme.
More from Ian doughty on +44 (0)1 263 863 100 or ian.doughty@structure-flex.co.uk
TNT wins Pirelli deal

TNT Logistics says it just won a three-year contract to handle Pirelli Tyres Australian domestic logistics. TNT will service Pirelli's customers from a central warehouse in Sydney, with depots in Melbourne, Adelaide and Brisbane. 

More from Hester Dijk on +31 20 500 6434 or hester dijk@tnt.com 

Your call to arms 

Aftermarket’s editor, Alison English wants more garages to go for the BSI kitemark, put their technicians through the Automotive Technician Accreditation scheme and invest in new technology.   ‘Nominating technicians for national recognition through the Top Technician 2006 award scheme is simply too good an opportunity to miss,’ she says.  ‘Those who can’t or won’t invest in new technology and training probably won’t be in business in five years time, vehicles are more technology-rich and DIY mechanics are a dying breed.   Vehicles need to be serviced and repaired by qualified technicians using up to date equipment and customers will seek out those they trust the most.’   The magazine covers the schemes in its current issue.

More from Alison English on +44 (0)1 634 261 262 or alison@crystal-communications.co.uk
Palletways goes Danish 

Palletways has appointed its first member in Denmark as part of the expansion programme for its central European network, which also covers the Benelux countries and northern France and Germany.   Esbjerg-based IAT will run overnight domestic deliveries and a 48 hour distribution service to and from the rest of the region, delivering full, half and quarter pallets.

More from James Harris on +44 (0)1 179 073 400 or James@bp.co.uk
New vehicle safety guidance from HSE

The Health and Safety Executive has published new guidelines on the correct and safe use of vehicles at work.   The HSE says theses give guidance on all aspects of workplace transport and driving.   It is mainly aimed managers and supervisors but also useful for anyone who drives as part of their job and for contractors, safety and union representatives too.

More from www.hse.gov.uk
New coaches for India's biggest travel agent

Volvo Bus says it just won its biggest Indian order, for 100 coaches from Raj Travels, India's largest travel agent.   The Volvo B7R Intercity coaches will run a nationwide premium transport service.

More from Adrian Wickens on +44(0)1 926 414 518 or adrian.wickens@volvo.com
Rix joins AdBlue distribution network

Hull-based fuel distributor, Rix Petroleum says it has done a 'strategic distribution' deal with BlueCat AdBlue Solutions to distribute the AdBlue fuel additive across the East of England.   Rix has depots in Hull, Immingham, Grangemouth and Attleborough.   Many truckers will need AdBlue to run Euro 4 engines.
More from John Fuller on +44 (0)1 493 444 480 or john.fuller@jhbunn.co.uk
ByBox expands

ByBox, which says it is the UK's largest night-time delivery firm has moved its north-east distribution centre to Gateshead's Team Valley Trading Estate.   At the same time it has doubled the size of its operation in Milton Keynes, creating 10 new jobs.   The firm’s customers include some of the world's largest in the field service management sector, including BSkyB, KonicaMinolta, Eli Lilly and Dixons.

More from Daniel Phillips on +44 (0)8 454 503 210 or daniel@greencomms.com
Iveco pulls pints for Carlsberg 

Carlsberg UK is taking 30 new Iveco trucks, a mixture of 15 and 18 tonne Eurocargo rigids, 23 tonne Eurocargo urban artics and 26 tonne Stralis Active Time rigids.   Mansfield-based Iveco distributor Sherwood Commercials did the deal and Don-Bur will supply the bodywork.
More from John Procter on +44 (0)1 923 259 526 or procter@iveco.com
Michelin fights fakes

Michelin says it has found Asian replicas of its truck tyres across Europe.   The firm says these counterfeit tyres won’t give the same performance as the real thing and jeopardise the safety of their owners as well as other road users.   The company says it has told more than 5,000 European distributors are about the risks of these counterfeit tyres and may take legal action in some cases.
More from Paul Cordle on +44 (0)1 782 402 341 or paul-m.cordle@uk.michelin.com
First Volvos for Albion 

Sandbach-based Albion Chemicals just took its first Volvo Trucks.   They are 11 Volvo FM 12 tractor units with five more for delivery in March 2006.   Thomas Hardie Commercials in Middlewich did the £1m deal. 

More from Nigel Hanwell on +44 (0)1 926 414 210 or nigel.hanwell@volvo.com
Vosa targets illegal waste carriers

The Vehicle and Operator Services Agency says that a big operation to tackle illegal waste carriers in north-west London resulted in a 124 offences found during checks on 167 vehicles.   Vosa says the intelligence-led exercise included the Metropolitan Traffic Police, Thames Valley Police, the Environment Agency, HM Revenue and Customs and the Department for Work and Pensions and used automatic number plate recognition cameras and the various agencies databases.

More from www.vosa.gov.uk
Volvo gets OK for drink drive testing

Volvo Trucks says it has permission from the Swedish government to test tired and drunk drivers as part of a plan to use new technology to improve traffic safety. 

More from Nigel Hanwell on +44 (0)1 926 414 210 or nigel.hanwell@volvo.com
New boss liberates cash at Wincanton

TNN reports that following the recent appointment of a new chief executive, 44 year old Graeme McFaull at Wincanton, the firm says it has generated $150m cash by re-structuring some of its debt.
More from www.tnn.co.uk
Aircon deal goes well
Citroën says it latest special package of half price air-conditioning on all Berlingo Enterprise, Dispatch Enterprise and Relay 1100 Enterprise panel vans is going well.   The firm says it is yet another first, alongside a free insurance package available on all Berlingo 1.9D and Dispatch 1.9D Enterprise panel vans.

More from Phil Reed on +44 (0)2 086 684 048 or leadingpr@aol.com
New trainer at RHA

The Road Haulage Association says its nation training manager, Steve Ellis, has been promoted to head of national training from 1 January 2006.

More from Kate Gibbs on +44 (0)1 932 838 917 or kate.gibbs@rha.net
Deutsche Post buys Exel 

TNN reports that Deutsche Post has brought UK logistics firm Exel plc.   The new outfit says it is the world leader in air freight, sea freight and contract logistics.

More from www.tnn.co.uk
Citroen C4 to take Irish Van of the Year crown 

Fleet Management reports that in one of the closest fought battles in the history of the competition, the Citroen C4 got the nod over the Fiat Doblo Cargo to lift the Semperit Irish Van of the year 2006 Award.   Just two points separated first and second as the C4 Van scored 18 points ahead of the Doblo’s 16 with the Toyota Hilux also in the running on 12 points.   All 10 voting members of the Irish Motoring Writers Association took part.   Value-for-money, reliability, versatility and residual value were among the attributes sought by the judges.   The Citroen C4 succeeds the Mercedes-Benz Vito, last year's winner

More from Jarlath Sweeney on +353 (0) 94 937 2819 or editor@fleet.ie
Dairy deal for Scania

Scania says it just won a 200 truck order from New Zealand dairy giant Fonterra.

More from Jackie Burr on +44 (0)1 908 329 383 or jackie.burr@scania.com
Road transport law from the FTA

The Freight Transport Association just published its 2006 Yearbook of Road Transport Law.

More from Geoff Dossetter on +44 (0)1 892 552 255 or gdossetter@fta.co.uk
Truck driver attacks checked
TNN reports that the International Road Transport Union and the European Council of Ministers of Transport have re-launched their joint survey on attacks on international truck drivers. 

More from www.tnn.co.uk
RMIF and Vosa study group
The Retail Motor Industry Federation has teamed up with the Vehicle and Operator Services Agency to set up a new working group to look at ‘issues relevant to commercial vehicle distribution and servicing.’   The move follows discussions between the RMIF and Vosa.

More from Sue Robinson on +44 (0)2 073 073 420 or suerobinson@rmif.co.uk
New Tory transport shadow

The Conservative Party says Chris Grayling MP is its new shadow secretary of state for transport.

More from Paul Harrison on +44 (0)2 073 449 264 or pharrison@smmt.co.uk
Sat navs go missing

TNN reports that Police officers across Britain are stepping-up their operations to deal with growing thefts of vehicle-based satellite navigation kit.   There are no reports of stolen satellite so far.
More from www.tnn.co.uk
New Fiat Doblo Cargo on sale
Fiat’s new Doblo Cargo, recently voted International Van of the Year 2006 by a jury of specialist Light Commercial Vehicle journalists from 19 countries has just gone on sale in the UK.

More from Puneet Joshi on +44 (0)1 753 519 591 or puneet.joshi@fiat.com
McKenzie scores a first
TNN reports that independent freight forwarder, FS Mackenzie is the first British forwarder to set up a subsidiary in the Ukraine and open a new office in Kiev.

More from www.tnn.co.uk

Have a very merry Christmas and a happy New Year

The next issue of Transport News Brief, later this week, will carry our now traditional Christmas Quiz.   You'll be relieved to know that there won't be lots of questions about the automotive and transport industries.   So if you want to, you should be able to take it home and show the family how well you've done without being accused of bringing your work home – again.   To give you a little time to think about some of the questions, the answers will come out, computers systems permitting, around Tuesday 3 January.   And we should be back to a normal service the following week.   In the meantime, have a splendid Christmas and very happy New Year.

Cheers.   Robin Dickeson, editor
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